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Why 100 Feet?-Protect Your Home…and Property • 2
To determine the additional distance required for slopes of more than 10 percent, multiply the number of degrees over 10 percent for the uphill and sides by 3 and add it to 100. On the downhill side, multiply the number of degrees over 10 percent by 5 and add it to 100. Your local fire department or your insurance company may ask that you prepare a larger defensible area. Contact them for requirements in your area.
Trees. For slopes that are less than 20 percent, trim or space existing trees so that there is 10 feet of space between the tips of their limbs. Increase the space to 20 feet for slopes that are 20 to 40 percent. For steep slopes over 40 percent, 30 feet of spacing is needed. When planting trees, allow for future growth by spacing them 20 to 30 feet apart. If trees are over 18 feet tall, prune the lower limbs up to a height of 6 to 15 feet. In order to avoid stress to the tree, no more that one-third of a tree's live limbs should be removed by pruning. Remove all shrubs from around the base of trees.
Shrubs.
To reduce the fire-spreading potential of shrubs, only plant varieties that are widely separated, low growing, deciduous, and nonresinous. These can be planted individually or in small clumps. The spacing between plants depends on the slope of the property. The rule of thumb for spacing is illustrated below (illustrations courtesy California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection [CAL FIRE]). Create horizontal and vertical spacing between plants. The amount of space a) will depend on how steep the slope is and the size of the plants.
Additional information on specific points in the poster
Large trees do not have to be cut and removed, but plants growing beneath b) them that are greater than 4 inches in height should be removed. Remove lower limbs of trees to at least 6 feet, up to 15 feet (or the lower 1/3 of branches on smaller trees).
Create a Defensible Space of 100 Feet Around Your Home
Reduced Fuel Zone 70 ft.
ft.
